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Brief summary of the project 

 “Contact for the Common Future” is an initiative with main aims - contact 

making and strengthening cooperation between youth organizations from 

FYRO Macedonia and Greece as well as providing opportunity for youth 

activists from these two neighboring countries to come together and jointly 

explore opportunities for cooperation between young people which will 

promote good neighborly relations.

The main theme of the project is stated in the title ”Contacts for the Common 

Future”, which emphasizes that through mutual cooperation between youth as 

key figures of the future are set cornerstones of a common future. 

“Contact making” has been developed by 40 active young people, youth 

leaders, youth workers – 20 from FYR Macedonia  and 20 from Greece during  

two seminars (that took place – first in Krusevo and second in Thessaloniki). 

During these ten working days the participants had time to get to know each 

other, their organisations´ profile and target group and to come up with new 

project ideas for future cooperation.
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Partners in the project 

Youth Alliance Krusevo, FYR Macedonia

UNESCO Youth Club Thessaloniki, Greece

Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, office Skopje 
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Objectives 

• To bring together youth activists in order to create opportunities for

 cooperation; 

• To get to know organisations from different parts of FYR Macedonia

 and Greece;

•  To create atmosphere of common understanding between young

 people representing different cultures, working styles, etc.

• To present examples of efficient and successful co-operation

 between Greece and FYROM;

•  To provide knowledge about possibilities of youth participation in

 decision making process;

•  To promote new ways of expression of young people;

•  To promote EU Youth programs as opportunities for cooperation. 
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Working methods 

The working methods were based on principles of non-

formal education with a combination of practical and 

theoretical tools.

The educational methodology used through the seminars is 

crossover between individual and group work. The approach 

is based on interactive process of learning by which 

participants had an opportunity to actively participate in 

every part of the program, to learn from each other and to 

share their knowledge. The interactive presentations that 

stimulate discussion and the group working enabled deep 

analysis of issues and defining future priority actions. The 

participants were introduced with NGO networking process, 

EU youth programs and youth role in decision-making 

processes by experienced NGO representatives.  These  

presentations  and the documents brought by the 

participants about their successful implemented  projects 

were used during the activities as educational materials.  



Beneficiaries 

Direct Beneficiaries
  

The participants gained a wider perspective on possibilities for youth cross – 

border cooperation and youth active participation in decision making process as 

well as they learned more about the possible modes of cooperation within the 

framework of the EU programmes.

The high level of participation and dynamics between the participants as we had 

during the main events is a big motivation for us to continue with the challenge 

“Contacts for common future”. 
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Beneficiaries 

Indirect Beneficiaries

- The Local government of Krusevo and Thessaloniki and local 
policy makers, were actively involved in the project and had constructive 
collaboration with participating NGO`s;
-  The youth in Krusevo and Thessaloniki - had an opportunity to be 
part of the initiative Contacts for Common Future - project that promotes 
youth cross-border cooperation and promotion of positive youth values;
- The citizens in Krusevo and Thessaloniki had an opportunity to host 
40 youngsters from Greece and FYR Macedonia and actively participate 
during main activities. This was a good chance for promotion  particularly 
for the community of Krusevo as well as community of Thessaloniki. 
- Partner organizations in Balkan and neighbouring regions: The 
exchange of ideas and projects that have been developed throughout 
main activities are visible contribution toward youth active and productive 
cooperation in this region..
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The multiplying effect and sustainable 
impact in a long term perspective 

The project focuses on developing cooperation between NGOs 
from the neighboring countries FYR Macedonia and Greece, 
while simultaneously creating an atmosphere of mutual 
understanding and respect between young people from these 
two countries, which was proved extremely relevant for building 
“cooperative behavior” and providing conditions where young 
people will have the opportunity to demonstrate their willingness 
for cooperation and positive energy. 

The most important, C4CF showed that the  raising level of 
cross-border cooperation among young people is really 
necessary and complementary to the EU agenda of the countries 
of the region.
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We hope that the project “ Contacts for Common Future “ provided new 
space for breaking stereotypes and prejudges and we believe that 
the project methodology was the catalyst for promotion and 
development of greater understanding between youth from FYR 
Macedonia and Greece.  

Also, young people had an opportunity to promote new youth initiatives 
linked to EU topics such as EU enlargement, the EU's actions in 
matters affecting young people etc. 

E U R O P E A N 
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As organizers we believe that with this kind of investment in regional 

cooperation between the youth in SEE with an emphasis on youth cross-

border cooperation, the region can successfully meet the EU integration 

process demands.

D I M E N S I O N
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Intercultural dimension

The project gathered 40 participants from two neighboring 
countries with an opportunity to learn, work, communicate and 
share. They shared different knowledge and experience, different 
stories, beliefs and opinions but we believe that interactive 
presentational activities, game sessions, intercultural evenings, 
culinary introductions and city games contributed to the process of 
intercultural learning. These activities served as a bridge to promote 
intercultural learning and initiate greater mutual understanding and 
tolerance between young people from FYR Macedonia and 
Greece.  
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Interactive approach that was used as first working method, helped to 

intercultural learning in large extent. Everybody participated actively and gave a 

part of their approach to the matter expressing very often very specific cultural 

difference.  
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The follow-up is a crucial moment in the initiative”Contacts for Common Future” 

and it is an opportunity for participants to reflect upon and share their plans for 

networking and collaboration after the main activities.

 For this purpose we will establish an electronic network of the participants and 

the project team, it will be a continuous forum for partnership building and 

information exchange, and it will be open for future development and 

membership of new people. 

The project team gathered several initiatives from participants, and presently are 

developing projects to implement. The project partners will support the 

participants to continue the work with youth cross-border cooperation in their 

organizations.

Follow - up
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Youth Alliance Krusevo and UNESCO youth club Thessaloniki will continue to 

organize activities and seminars focusing on educating and involving young 

people, on enriching the understanding of youth cross-border cooperation, on 

raising awareness about youth regional cooperation and acceptance the 

responsibility of young people as creators of the future. 

Throughout our promotion of possibilities of the youth cooperation we will 

highlight the impact of young people in the society.
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Recommendations to young people

• Youth NGOs to serve as a link between 
local/national governments and young people by 
facilitating a two-way dialogue between youth and 
the authorities;

• Active youth cross-border cooperation;
• Facilitate the undertaken of development projects 

that will affect government policies to communicate 
and improve relations with young people, initiatives 
that will result in the inclusion of youth in decision – 
making process;

• Greater participation in cultural events in order 
promoting other forms of expression – expression 
through music, painting, acting;

• To promote modern European Values among young 
people and affect of their acceptance.
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• Involve young people in creating strategies and actions, related to 
young people;

• Developing new methods and mechanisms to facilitate dialogue 
between youth and authorities;

• Formulate local programmes in relation to youth activities, action 
plans and financing systems;

• Inform civil society of the importance of the European 
Development Goals and European Youth Strategy. 

Recommendations to key decision 
makers
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About Youth Alliance Krusevo

Youth  Alliance is an independent, non governmental, non political 

and non profitable organization established in 1999. Our members 

(70-80 members) are young people beween 15 ad 35, who work, 

study or express an interest in processes of EU integration of the 

FYROM. 

Vision : Active participation of youth in all issues of social life

 

Axes of priorities: 

•   Active involvement of young people in decision-making processes 

at local, regional and national level;

•   Contribution of youth in the process of EU integration of the SEE;

•   Increasing the contribution of youth in the economic development 

of their local communities

Goals:

•   To promote new ways of expressing the views of young people from 

SEE vs. well-known political and uncooperative methods;

•   Acceptance of the modern  European values of young people from 

SEE;

•   Creation of conditions for faster and sustainable economic 

development 
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The most significant projects realized by Youth Alliance Krusevo are:

- Traditional International Youth Conference ”European Values for 
the future of SEE countires”
 ( 2003 -2010)

- Youth Exchange “Meeting of Cultures – Meeting of Values” – 2010 
– supported by Youth in Action programme EACEA

- Youth Exchange “Meeting of Cultures” – 2011 – supported by Youth 
in Action programme EACEA

- Multimedia Youth Spectacle “Open Square” (2003 -2010) 
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